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Introduction

In this modern society, good appearance often means a lot in both 
professional and personal lives. Both men and women are very 
conscious about their appearance. The cultural definition of  den-
tal beauty differs, however, across different populations, regions, 
countries, and even continents. It is also dynamic, with parameters 
of  dental beauty changing across time, for varying reasons [1]. 
There is a high demand for cosmetic dentistry because people 
want to resemble their favorite celebrity. Esthetics is not only con-
cerned with smile correction but also deals with profile correc-
tion and also jaw. Because of  increased concern it is important to 

understand the factors that decide whether a smile is attractive or 
not. The study of  beauty norms and standards is done to come up 
with the “golden smile” that can be used in diagnostic methods 
and aesthetic treatment plans [2].

An ideal smile may not be the right term instead a balanced smile 
can be achieved by proper positioning of  teeth. A smile which 
appears attractive at the first glance need not be so in the second, 
this explains the concept of  threshold level of  acceptable devia-
tion [3-6]. Facial attractiveness and smile attractiveness are closely 
connected to each other because in any social interaction the at-
tention of  the speaker is directed towards the mouth and eyes 
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of  the speaker [7]. An attractive smile does not only depend on 
tooth position, shape, size or color of  the teeth but also on the 
visible gingiva and frame of  the lips. Smile attractiveness plays a 
major role in the social life of  a person. An individual evaluating 
their own smile in photographs is rare because they are mostly 
consciously posed. The mouth is the center of  attraction and thus 
a smile is the most important factor in designing the attractive-
ness of  the face [8]. Since the upcoming generation is more in 
to the aesthetic appearance this study was conducted among the 
dental students in Chennai city. Thus this study aims to evaluate 
the insight of  smile attractiveness among the dental students of  
Chennai city.

Materials and Method

The study included 182 students in the field of  dentistry from 
age group 20-24 years. Randomised control trial was done. The 
questionnaire included demographic details such as age, gender, 
qualification etc and also other knowledge, attitude and practice 
related questions. It also included physical, functional and psy-
chological aspects. A total of  15 questions were framed. The 
students were said to understand each and every question and 
asked to fill the survey. Their response was treated as satisfied or 
not satisfied. The questionnaire included questions regarding the 
functional, physical and social aspects of  dental aesthetics. The 
study setting was the University setting. This retrospective study 
was approved by the following ethical approval number of  the 
university, SDC/SIHEC/2020/DIASDATA/0619-0320. Type 

III examination procedures were included and 182 participants 
were reviewed. Cross verification of  data for error identification 
was done. The results were obtained and frequency descriptives 
were used. A Chi-square test was done to compute and analyze 
the significance of  study.

Statistical Analysis:

Data entered in Microsoft Excel sheet and then imported to SPSS 
software. Variable definition process was done using table and 
graphical illustrations. Descriptive statistics tests and Inferential 
statistics were used. IBM SPSS version 20.0 statistical software 
used. Dependent variables taken were gender, age, photographs. 
Independent variables were name and location. The data then 
transferred to a host computer and processed for further analysis.

Table 1 shows the physical aspects of  dental aesthetics and its 
awareness and shows the distribution response. About 34.7% of  
females and 65.3% of  males are satisfied with their smile. About 
25.3% of  the males and 74.7% of  the females were not satis-
fied with their smiles. Nearly 47.8% of  the males and 52.2% of  
the females were satisfied with their colour of  teeth and gums. 
Nearly 44.6% of  the males and 55.4% of  the females were not 
satisfied with their colour of  teeth and gums. This study shows 
that 54.4% of  males and 45.6% of  the females are satisfied with 
the pigmentation of  gums and lips. Nearly 32.4% of  males and 
67.6% of  the females were not satisfied with the pigmentation of  
gums and lips.

Table 1. Physical aspects of  dental aesthetics.

Physical aspects Satisfied n(%) Not Satisfied n(%) Chi-square p-value

Smile
Male - 62 (65.3) Male - 22 (25.3)

29.20 0.000
Female - 33 (34.7) Female - 65 (74.7)

Colour
Male - 43 (47.8) Male - 41 (44.6)

0.19 0.664
Female - 44 (52.2) Female - 51 (55.4)

Pigmentation
Male - 62 (54.4) Male - 22 (32.4)

8.32 0.004
Female - 52 (45.6) Female - 46 (67.6)

Table 2. Functional aspects of  dental aesthetics.

Functional aspects Satisfied n(%) Not Satisfied n(%) Chi-square p-value

Eating
Male: 62 (54.4) Male: 22 (32.4)

8.32 0.004
Female: 52 (45.6) Female: 46(67.6)

Speech
Male: 62(65.3) Male: 22(25.3)

29.2 0.00
Female: 33(34.7) Female: 65(74.7)

Table 3. Social aspects of  dental aesthetics.

Social aspects Satisfied n(%) Not Satisfied n(%) Chi-square p-value
Habits Male: 41(42.7) Male: 43 (50.0) 0.970 0.325

Female: 55 (57.3) Female: 43 (50.0)
Career Male: 41(43.2) Male: 43 (49.4) 0.718 0.397

Female: 54 (56.8) Female: 44 (50.6)
Relationship Male: 62 (53.9) Male: 22 (32.8) 7.568 0.006

Female: 53 (46.1) Female: 45 (67.2)



Dhanraj Ganapathy, SatyaPrakash, Subhashri. The Importance Of  Dental Aesthetics Among Dental Students. Int J Dentistry Oral Sci. 2021;08(05):2480-2482.

2482

 OPEN ACCESS                                                                     						              https://scidoc.org/IJDOS.php

Table 2 shows the functional aspects of  dental aesthetics and its 
awareness. It shows the distributive response. 45.6% and 54.4% of  
females and males, respectively are satisfied with their functional 
aspects of  eating. 67.6% and 32.4% females and males found dif-
ficulty in eating. An association between males and females with 
respect to speech was found. 34.7% of  females and 65.3% of  
males are satisfied with their functional aspects of  speech. 74.7% 
of  females and 25.3% of  males are not satisfied with their func-
tional aspects of  speech.

Table 3 shows the social aspects of  dental esthetics and its aware-
ness. It shows the distributive response. 57.3% of  females and 
42.7% of  males are satisfied with their habits. 50% of  females 
and 50% males were not satisfied with their functional aspects 
of  habit. 56.8% of  females and 43.2% of  males are satisfied with 
their career and believed that their appearance is not a hindrance 
to their career. Where as 50.6% of  females and 49.4% of  males 
are not satisfied with their career and believe that their appearance 
is a hindrance to their career.

This study clearly observes that aesthetics play a strong role in 
building one’s career and maintaining relationships. Dynamics of  
satisfaction, this statement is clearly proved by similar studies [9]. 
This study shows that the majority of  both females and males are 
aware of  cosmetic dentistry and the fact that the dentist can help 
them to change their smile. Similar results were seen in studies 
done by Peres et al [10]. A study conducted by kihn WP et al sug-
gests that tooth color is a major factor in deciding the attractive-
ness of  the smile. Hadeel A Mokhtar et al [1] analyses the attrac-
tiveness of  the smile among saudi population based on smile line 
and form, gingival aesthetics, midline, symmetry and that study 
has a statistical difference in evaluation of  gummy, diastema and 
reverse smiles [1].

The females contributed to the majority. A lot of  female students 
were enrolled in comparison with their counterparts due to the 
fact that the college consisted of  females. Similar studies were 
done by college students of  Davangere, India [11]. With respect 
to the functional aspects of  dental esthetic awareness the males 
felt that eating was an important parameter of  interest where as 
females felt that speech was an important aspect of  dental. Simi-
lar studies also highlighted the fact that malocclusion definitely 
influenced the adolescent's satisfaction with appearance [10]. This 
study shows that the majority of  females and males are satisfied 
with their smiles. Majority of  males felt that pigmentation caused 
an unesthetic appearance. Majority of  the females and males are 
not satisfied with their career and believe that their appearance is 
a hindrance to their career. Majority of  males were not satisfied 
with their relationship and believed that appearance affects their 
relationship status.

Conclusion

This study shows that the subjects showed a high level of  self-
consciousness and also that males are more vulnerable to physi-
ological consequences when compared to females. This study 
proves that even the slightest of  all have a greater impact on the 
above-mentioned dimensions in particular to social, functional 
and physical aspects. Statistical significant difference was ob-
served between the gender and various aspects such as smile, pig-
mentation, eating, speech and relationship. Hence, there remains 
a need in the training towards the same.

Acknowledgment

The authors of  the study would like to acknowledge the support 
rendered by the Media Records Department of  Saveetha Dental 
College and Hospitals and the management for their constant as-
sistance with the research.

References

[1].	 Mokhtar HA, Abuljadayel LW, Al-Ali RM, Yousef M. The perception of 
smile attractiveness among Saudi population. Clin Cosmet Investig Dent. 
2015 Jan 20;7:17-23. Pubmed PMID: 25653558.

[2].	 Rodrigues Cde D, Magnani R, Machado MS, Oliveira OB. The percep-
tion of smile attractiveness. Angle Orthod. 2009 Jul;79(4):634-9. Pubmed 
PMID: 19537851.

[3].	 Ritter DE, Gandini LG Jr, Pinto Ados S, Ravelli DB, Locks A. Analysis 
of the smile photograph. World J Orthod. 2006 Fall;7(3):279-85. Pubmed 
PMID: 17009478.

[4].	 Eli I, Bar-Tal Y, Kostovetzki I. At first glance: social meanings of dental 
appearance. J Public Health Dent. 2001 Summer;61(3):150-4. Pubmed 
PMID: 11603318.

[5].	 Newton JT, Prabhu N, Robinson PG. The impact of dental appearance 
on the appraisal of personal characteristics. Int J Prosthodont. 2003 Jul-
Aug;16(4):429-34. Pubmed PMID: 12956500.

[6].	 Kenealy P, Gleeson K, Frude N, Shaw W. The importance of the individual 
in the ‘causal’relationship between attractiveness and self‐esteem. Journal of 
Community & Applied Social Psychology. 1991 Apr;1(1):45-56.

[7].	 Thompson LA, Malmberg J, Goodell NK, Boring RL. The distribution of at-
tention across a talker's face. Discourse Processes. 2004 Jul 1;38(1):145-68. 

[8].	 Wolfart S, Quaas AC, Freitag S, Kropp P, Gerber WD, Kern M. Subjec-
tive and objective perception of upper incisors. J Oral Rehabil. 2006 
Jul;33(7):489-95. Pubmed PMID: 16774506.

[9].	 Meng X, Gilbert GH, Litaker MS. Dynamics of satisfaction with dental 
appearance among dentate adults: 24-month incidence. Community Dent 
Oral Epidemiol. 2008 Aug;36(4):370-81. Pubmed PMID: 19145724.

[10].	Peres KG, Barros AJ, Anselmi L, Peres MA, Barros FC. Does malocclusion 
influence the adolescent's satisfaction with appearance? A cross-sectional 
study nested in a Brazilian birth cohort. Community Dent Oral Epidemiol. 
2008 Apr;36(2):137-43. Pubmed PMID: 18333877.

[11].	McGrath C, Bedi R. Measuring the impact of oral health on life quality in 
two national surveys - functionalist versus hermeneutic approaches. Com-
munity Dent Oral Epidemiol. 2002 Aug;30(4):254-9. Pubmed PMID: 
12147167.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25653558/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25653558/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25653558/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19537851/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19537851/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19537851/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17009478/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17009478/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17009478/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11603318/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11603318/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/11603318/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12956500/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12956500/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12956500/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Kenealy+P%2C+Gleeson+K%2C+Frude+N%2C+et+al.+The+importance+of+the+individual+in+the+%E2%80%98causal%E2%80%99+relationship+between+attractiveness+and+self-esteem.&btnG=#d=gs_cit&u=%2Fscholar%3Fq%3Dinfo%3AcYAkaxBjLNUJ%3Ascholar.google.com%2F%26output%3Dcite%26scirp%3D0%26hl%3Den
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Kenealy+P%2C+Gleeson+K%2C+Frude+N%2C+et+al.+The+importance+of+the+individual+in+the+%E2%80%98causal%E2%80%99+relationship+between+attractiveness+and+self-esteem.&btnG=#d=gs_cit&u=%2Fscholar%3Fq%3Dinfo%3AcYAkaxBjLNUJ%3Ascholar.google.com%2F%26output%3Dcite%26scirp%3D0%26hl%3Den
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Kenealy+P%2C+Gleeson+K%2C+Frude+N%2C+et+al.+The+importance+of+the+individual+in+the+%E2%80%98causal%E2%80%99+relationship+between+attractiveness+and+self-esteem.&btnG=#d=gs_cit&u=%2Fscholar%3Fq%3Dinfo%3AcYAkaxBjLNUJ%3Ascholar.google.com%2F%26output%3Dcite%26scirp%3D0%26hl%3Den
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Thompson+LA%2C+Malmberg+J%2C+Goodell+NK%2C+et+al.+The+Distribution+of+Attention+Across+a+Talker%E2%80%99s+Face.&btnG=#d=gs_cit&u=%2Fscholar%3Fq%3Dinfo%3AU5ZZnNQBS3gJ%3Ascholar.google.com%2F%26output%3Dcite%26scirp%3D0%26hl%3Den
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=Thompson+LA%2C+Malmberg+J%2C+Goodell+NK%2C+et+al.+The+Distribution+of+Attention+Across+a+Talker%E2%80%99s+Face.&btnG=#d=gs_cit&u=%2Fscholar%3Fq%3Dinfo%3AU5ZZnNQBS3gJ%3Ascholar.google.com%2F%26output%3Dcite%26scirp%3D0%26hl%3Den
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16774506/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16774506/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/16774506/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19145724/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19145724/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19145724/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18333877/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18333877/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18333877/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18333877/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12147167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12147167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12147167/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12147167/

	Abstract
	Keywords
	Introduction
	Materials and Method
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgment
	References

